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If you are concerned about any potential suitability issues, you can apply

for an early character and suitability assessment.

This means we will look at any issues covered by our Assessment of

Character and Suitability Rules [https://consultations.sra.org.uk/solicitors/standards-

regulations/assessment-character-suitability-rules/] .

This is a voluntary application. You only need to disclose character and

suitability issues at admission.

We are not bound, in any subsequent application for admission, by any

decision made at this stage. If your circumstances are the same when

you apply for admission, we will likely make our decision binding.

How to apply

You will need a mySRA account to apply for an early assessment. If you

do not already have one, you can create an account

[https://consultations.sra.org.uk/mysra/get-mysra-account/] .

You must complete our background screening checks

[https://consultations.sra.org.uk/become-solicitor/admission/screening/] before

applying.

Once this is done, you will find the application in 'Start a new application'

and 'Individual applications'. It is called 'Applying for an early assessment

of character and suitability'.

Providing information with your

application

You will need to upload evidence as part of your application. Take a look

at what evidence you will need [https://consultations.sra.org.uk/become-

solicitor/character-and-suitability/disclosing-character-suitability-issue/] .

If you do not give us the information needed within the time limits we

set, your incomplete application will be closed.

What to expect after submitting your

application
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We will review your application and supporting evidence provided. We

will contact you within 30 days to request any missing information.

When to expect a decision

We aim to decide within 120 days of receiving a completed application.

Fee

There is no fee for the application.

Refusal

If we are considering the refusal of your application, you will be given an

opportunity to respond to any draft decision or report before a decision is

made.

If your application is refused, you will have 28 days to apply for a review

of the decision.

Following a refusal of an application, you may only make another one

where there has been a material change in your circumstances relevant

to your application.


